Minutes: St. Barnabas Catholic Church

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting

Thursday, May 12, 2011

Attending:  Father Ralph Wiatrowski, Sue Svenson, Pat Foley, Robert Coneglio, Dan LaGuardia, Pat Maloney, Deborah Victory

PPC Member Recruitment: An ad has been placed in the Parish Bulletin seeking candidates for the Parish Council.

Open items:

· Organization Policies and Procedures:  The Council wants to ensure that each of the major councils and commissions of St. Barnabas has a set of standards and operating procedures with which to operate. Father Ralph would like the PPC to make sure that each group has a set of rules and to see that they are consistent with the entire parish as well as the Diocese. 

· Parking Lot: Pat Maloney tabled the issue until the next meeting so that Chris Courtney could present his firm’s findings and recommendations. Any work would necessarily be accomplished after the Parish Festival. 

· Music Ministry Project: The Council would like to review the final plans for the proposed Church renovations for the Music Ministry.

· Scheduling Calendar Priorities: The Council recognizes this is a huge undertaking. The Council would like to help create a set of metrics to assist Caryn Armbruster in sorting through the myriad of events that need to occur throughout the year. Sue Svensen agreed to work closely with Caryn and to be of assistance. All are encouraged to consider the use of external resources like people’s homes, the library, and even coffee shops.

Old/Closed Items:

· Locking File Cabinet:  A locking file cabinet has been acquired for sensitive and personal records being kept at the parish.

· Eighth Grade Event: The PTU-funded eighth-grade graduation event has been approved by Kim Browning and Father Ralph.

New Items:

· School Music Program Space: A discussion was held considering space options for the school music program. The Council will seek to explore alternatives.

· PPC Commission Responsibilities: Pat Maloney will review the Corporate Record Book as well as the Diocese Code of Regulations to gain a better understanding of the rules for Council operations.

· Letters of Appreciation: After selecting the next recipients for the Council’s letters, it was agreed that Debbie Victory should use St. Barnabas stationery for the letters of appreciation rather than having the copies printed onto letterhead at the Rectory.

Open Forum:

· Parochial Vicar: Father Ralph announced that Father Michael Denk has been reassigned to St. Joseph Parish in Amherst effective June 7, 2011. A classmate of Fr. Michael’s, Father John Pfeiffer, has been assigned as his replacement.

· A farewell reception for Fr. Michael is set for Sunday, June 5, following the 12:00 Mass in the Parish Center.

Next meeting: A joint meeting with the Finance Council is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, June 16, at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah Victory

