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Reach for the Gold Monthly Receipt Tracking Form

(keep this form for your monthly records)
	Due date to send blue receipts into school with your oldest child to give to their home room teacher*
	Total value of receipts (for parents’ record)

	September 9, 2008
	

	October 14, 2008
	

	November 11, 2008
	

	December 9, 2008
	

	January 13, 2009
	

	February 10, 2009
	

	March 10, 2009
	

	April 14, 2009
	

	May 12, 2009
	

	June 2, 2009 (1st Tuesday so we can tablulate results before school ends)
	

	Grand Total**
(Goal is $3,500 per family)
	


NOTES:

* 
On the second Tuesday of each month, the homeroom teachers will be accepting blue receipts from your oldest child.  Parents are asked to send the blue receipts stapled together.  For each grade, results will be calculated and the TOP CLASSROOM teacher’s name will be posted by the third week of every month in the school breezeway and will remain until the following month’s leaders are announced.  You may send your blue receipts into the school on any second Tuesday of any month until June.  However, the results will be posted on a monthly basis. 
**
The contest year for the 2008/09 school year will run from 7/1/08 through 6/1/09.  If you have been “saving” receipts from your summer purchases in June, July, and August, you can turn these in on any Tuesday

REMEMBER:  St. Barnabas gift cards are a safe purchase.  Because our card inventory is not displayed in a retail setting, you can be assured that gift card numbers cannot be stolen or used in a fraudulent manner.


Reach for the Gold Information – 2008/2009 School Year
We would like to thank everyone who actively utilized the Reach for the Gold (RFTG) program during the ‘07/’08 school year.  During the year, your gift card purchases generated almost $45,000 of revenue to the school.  This significant number greatly helps us minimize tuition increases.

A Refresher Course:  What is RFTG?

We have gift cards available from hundreds of popular retailers:  Restaurants, food, gas, retail stores, home improvement, department stores, and pharmacies to name a few.  We sell these to you at face value, and St. Barnabas makes a profit of between 1.5% and 21%, depending on the vendor.  For example, we purchase a $100 Giant Eagle gift card for $95 and sell it to you for $100.  Our school makes 5% (or $5), and you redeem the card for the full $100 value.

Where Can I Buy Them?

Gift cards are sold at the Rectory and after each Mass.  You can also purchase gift cards on-line at www.stbarnabasfamily.org.  The order forms are located on the left-hand navigational bar.  There are two – a RFTG Order Form and a RFTG Special Order Form -- and both can be downloaded from our site.  For your convenience, MasterCard and Visa credit cards are accepted at the Rectory for purchases of a minimum of $250 (retailers who offer a 2% or higher rebate to St. Barnabas are eligible).  You will be given a blue receipt each time you purchase certificates.

The School Contest

Using a family target of $3,500, each class in each grade will be assigned a goal.  Progress toward the goal will be tracked monthly by class as you turn in your blue receipts.  At the end of the school year, the children from nine classes (one each from K -- 8th) with the highest participation rate will each be able to select a prize.  Last school year, we awarded over 280 prizes from sponsors such as Best Buy ($10 gift card), Chili’s Restaurant (free children’s meals), Cinemark (movie passes), the Cleveland Indians (tickets), the Cleveland Browns (officially licensed merchandise), Fun n’Stuff (unlimited Play Bands), and Rosati’s (free custard).  A tracking form has been included in your packet for your convenience.

Testimonials

As we said, RFTG is easy, convenient, and best of all, it positively impacts the school budget.  We’re not asking you to change your shopping habits or purchase anything you don’t already buy!!

“I buy them to support the school and church.  It does not cost us a dime to do, other than our normal monthly shopping.” – a school Mom

Other Things of Note

*
Each time you purchase $100 or more of gift cards, you will receive a chance to win a monthly give-away of a $100 gift card of your choice.  You will receive one entry for each $100 you spend.  Last year, we gave away $900 worth of gift cards.

*
Once a family reaches their $3,500 yearly goal, they will receive an entry into a drawing to win $500 worth of gift cards.

*
We were pleased that the % of families participating last year rose steadily throughout the year to a high of 53%.  We do not think it is unreasonable to expect 100% participation.

*     107 families reached the $3,500 goal, and the Kovacs Family won the $500 worth of gift cards.
